
CONSUMERCONFIDENCEREPORT

SaintJoseph2019DrinkingWaterReport
Thisreportcontainsimportantinformationaboutyourdrinkingwater. Havesomeonetranslateitforyou,  
orspeakwithsomeonewhounderstandsit.  

MakingSafeDrinkingWater
Yourdrinkingwatercomesfromagroundwatersource: sixwellsrangingfrom64to75feetdeep, that
drawwaterfromtheQuaternaryWaterTableaquifer.  
SaintJosephworkshardtoprovideyouwithsafeandreliabledrinkingwaterthatmeetsfederalandstate
waterqualityrequirements. Thepurposeofthisreportistoprovideyouwithinformationonyourdrinking
waterandhowtoprotectourpreciouswaterresources.  
ContactTerryThene, PublicWorksDirector, at320-363-7201ortthene@cityofstjoseph.comifyouhave
questionsaboutSaintJoseph’sdrinkingwater. Youcanalsoaskforinformationabouthowyoucantake
partindecisionsthatmayaffectwaterquality.  
TheU.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgencysetssafedrinkingwaterstandards. Thesestandardslimitthe
amountsofspecificcontaminantsallowedindrinkingwater. Thisensuresthattapwaterissafetodrinkfor
mostpeople. TheU.S. FoodandDrugAdministrationregulatestheamountofcertaincontaminantsin
bottledwater. Bottledwatermustprovidethesamepublichealthprotectionaspublictapwater.  
Drinkingwater, includingbottledwater, mayreasonablybeexpectedtocontainatleastsmallamountsof
somecontaminants. Thepresenceofcontaminantsdoesnotnecessarilyindicatethatwaterposesahealth
risk. Moreinformationaboutcontaminantsandpotentialhealtheffectscanbeobtainedbycallingthe
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency’sSafeDrinkingWaterHotlineat1-800-426-4791.  

SaintJosephMonitoringResults
ThisreportcontainsourmonitoringresultsfromJanuary1toDecember31, 2019.  
WeworkwiththeMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthtotestdrinkingwaterformorethan100
contaminants. Itisnotunusualtodetectcontaminantsinsmallamounts. Nowatersupplyisever
completelyfreeofcontaminants. DrinkingwaterstandardsprotectMinnesotansfromsubstancesthatmay
beharmfultotheirhealth.  
LearnmorebyvisitingtheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealth’swebpageBasicsofMonitoringandtestingof
DrinkingWaterinMinnesota
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https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/sampling.html).   

HowtoReadtheWaterQualityDataTables
Thetablesbelowshowthecontaminantswefoundlastyearorthemostrecenttimewesampledforthat
contaminant. TheyalsoshowthelevelsofthosecontaminantsandtheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency’s
limits. Substancesthatwetestedforbutdidnotfindarenotincludedinthetables.  
Wesampleforsomecontaminantslessthanonceayearbecausetheirlevelsinwaterarenotexpectedto
changefromyeartoyear. Ifwefoundanyofthesecontaminantsthelasttimewesampledforthem, we
includedtheminthetablesbelowwiththedetectiondate.  
WemayhavedoneadditionalmonitoringforcontaminantsthatarenotincludedintheSafeDrinking
WaterAct. Torequestacopyoftheseresults, calltheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthat651-201-4700
or1-800-818-9318between8:00a.m. and4:30p.m., MondaythroughFriday.  

Definitions
AL (ActionLevel): Theconcentrationofacontaminantwhich, ifexceeded, triggerstreatmentor
otherrequirementswhichawatersystemmustfollow.   
EPA: EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
MCL (Maximumcontaminantlevel): Thehighestlevelofacontaminantthatisallowedindrinking
water. MCLsaresetasclosetotheMCLGsasfeasibleusingthebestavailabletreatment
technology.  
MCLG (Maximumcontaminantlevelgoal): Thelevelofacontaminantindrinkingwaterbelow
whichthereisnoknownorexpectedrisktohealth. MCLGsallowforamarginofsafety.  
MRDL (Maximumresidualdisinfectantlevel): Thehighestlevelofadisinfectantallowedin
drinkingwater. Thereisconvincingevidencethatadditionofadisinfectantisnecessaryforcontrol
ofmicrobialcontaminants.  
MRDLG (Maximumresidualdisinfectantlevelgoal): Thelevelofadrinkingwaterdisinfectant
belowwhichthereisnoknownorexpectedrisktohealth. MRDLGsdonotreflectthebenefitsof
theuseofdisinfectantstocontrolmicrobialcontaminants.   
N/A (Notapplicable): Doesnotapply.  
ppb (partsperbillion): Onepartperbillioninwaterislikeonedropinonebilliondropsofwater, or
aboutonedropinaswimmingpool. ppbisthesameasmicrogramsperliter ( l).  
ppm (partspermillion): Onepartpermillionislikeonedropinonemilliondropsofwater, or
aboutonecupinaswimmingpool. ppmisthesameasmilligramsperliter (mg/l).  
PWSID: Publicwatersystemidentification.  

PUBLICWATERSUPPLYIDENTIFICATION (PWSID): 1730033 PAGE2



CONSUMERCONFIDENCEREPORT

MonitoringResults – RegulatedSubstances
LEADANDCOPPER – Testedatcustomertaps.  

Number
EPA’s ofContaminant (Date, if EPA’s 90% ofIdeal Homessampledinprevious Action ResultsWere Violation TypicalSourcesGoal withyear) Level LessThanMCLG) High

Levels

Lead (08/14/17) 0ppb 90% of 5.5ppb 1outof NO Corrosionof
homes 20 household

lessthan plumbing.  
15ppb

Copper (08/14/17) 0ppm 90% of 0.28ppm 0outof NO Corrosionof
homes 20 household

lessthan plumbing.  
1.3ppm
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INORGANIC & ORGANICCONTAMINANTS – Testedindrinkingwater.  
HighestEPA’s RangeofContaminant (Date, EPA’s AverageorIdeal Detectedifsampledin Limit Highest Violation TypicalSourcesGoal Testpreviousyear) ( MCL) SingleTestMCLG) ResultsResult

Nitrate 10ppm 10.4 1ppm 0.13 - 1.00 NO Runofffromfertilizer
ppm ppm use; Leachingfrom

septictanks, sewage;  
Erosionofnatural

deposits.  

Barium 2ppm 2ppm 0.08ppm N/A NO Dischargeofdrilling
wastes; Dischargefrom

metalrefineries;  
Erosionofnatural

deposit.  

Mercury 2ppb 2ppb 0.1ppb N/A NO Erosionofnatural
deposits; Discharge
fromrefineriesand

factories; Runofffrom
landfills; Runofffrom

cropland.  

Dichloromethane 0ppb 5ppb 2.5ppb 0.00 - 2.50 NO Dischargefrom
ppb chemicaland

agriculturalchemical
factories.  
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CONTAMINANTSRELATEDTODISINFECTION – Testedindrinkingwater.  
HighestEPA’sSubstance (Date, if EPA’sIdeal Averageor RangeofLimitsampledinprevious Goal (MCLG Highest Detected Violation TypicalSourcesMCLoryear) orMRDLG) SingleTest TestResultsMRDL)  Result

Total N/A 80ppb 16.9ppb N/A NO By-productof
Trihalomethanes drinkingwater
TTHMs) disinfection.   

TotalHaloacetic N/A 60ppb 4.6ppb N/A NO By-productof
Acids (HAA) drinkingwater

disinfection.   

TotalChlorine 4.0ppm 4.0ppm 0.85ppm 0.71 - 0.90 NO Wateradditive
ppm usedtocontrol

microbes.  

TotalHAAreferstoHAA5

OTHERSUBSTANCES – Testedindrinkingwater.  
HighestSubstance (Date, EPA’s EPA’s RangeofAverageorifsampledin IdealGoal Limit Detected Violation TypicalSourcesHighestSinglepreviousyear) ( MCLG) ( MCL) TestResultsTestResult

Fluoride 4.0ppm 4.0ppm 0.88ppm 0.65 - 0.92 NO Erosionofnatural
ppm deposits; Water

additivetopromote
strongteeth.  

PotentialHealthEffectsandCorrectiveActions (IfApplicable)  

Fluoride:  Fluorideisnature'scavityfighter, withsmallamountspresentnaturallyinmany
drinkingwatersources. Thereisanoverwhelmingweightofcredible, peer-reviewed,  
scientificevidencethatfluoridationreducestoothdecayandcavitiesinchildrenandadults,  
evenwhenthereisavailabilityoffluoridefromothersources, suchasfluoridetoothpaste
andmouthrinses. Sincestudiesshowthatoptimalfluoridelevelsindrinkingwaterbenefit
publichealth, municipalcommunitywatersystemsadjusttheleveloffluorideinthewaterto
aconcentrationbetween0.5to1.5partspermillion (ppm), withanoptimalfluoridationgoal
between0.7and1.2ppmtoprotectyourteeth. Fluoridelevelsbelow2.0ppmarenot
expectedtoincreasetheriskofacosmeticconditionknownasenamelfluorosis.  
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MonitoringResults – UnregulatedSubstances
InadditiontotestingdrinkingwaterforcontaminantsregulatedundertheSafeDrinkingWaterAct, we
sometimesalsomonitorforcontaminantsthatarenotregulated. Unregulatedcontaminantsdonot
havelegallimitsfordrinkingwater.  
Detectionaloneofaregulatedorunregulatedcontaminantshouldnotcauseconcern. Themeaningofa
detectionshouldbedeterminedconsideringcurrenthealtheffectsinformation.  Weareoftenstill
learningaboutthehealtheffects, sothisinformationcanchangeovertime.  
Thefollowingtableshowstheunregulatedcontaminantswedetectedlastyear, aswellashuman-health
basedguidancevaluesforcomparison, whereavailable. Thecomparisonvaluesarebasedonlyon
potentialhealthimpactsanddonotconsiderourabilitytomeasurecontaminantsatverylow
concentrationsorthecostandtechnologyofpreventionand/ortreatment. Theymaybesetatlevels
thatarecostly, challenging, orimpossibleforwatersystemstomeet (forexample, large-scaletreatment
technologymaynotexistforagivencontaminant).  
Apersondrinkingwaterwithacontaminantatorbelowthecomparisonvaluewouldbeatlittleorno
riskforharmfulhealtheffects. Ifthelevelofacontaminantisabovethecomparisonvalue, peopleofa
certainageorwithspecialhealthconditions - likeafetus, infants, children, elderly, andpeoplewith
impairedimmunity – mayneedtotakeextraprecautions. Becausethesecontaminantsareunregulated,  
EPAandMDHrequirenoparticularactionbasedondetectionofanunregulatedcontaminant. Weare
notifyingyouoftheunregulatedcontaminantswehavedetectedasapubliceducationopportunity.   

MoreinformationisavailableonMDH’sA-ZListofContaminantsinWater
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/contaminants/index.html)  

andFourthUnregulatedContaminantMonitoringRule (UCMR4)  
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/com/ucmr4.html).  

UNREGULATEDCONTAMINANTS – Testedindrinkingwater.  
HighestAverageResult RangeofDetectedTestContaminant ComparisonValue orHighestSingleTest ResultsResult

Sodium* 20ppm 24.6ppm 10.10 - 24.60ppm

Sulfate 500ppm 37.9ppm 31.00 - 37.90ppm

Notethathomewatersofteningcanincreasethelevelofsodiuminyourwater.  

SomePeopleAreMoreVulnerabletoContaminantsinDrinkingWater
Somepeoplemaybemorevulnerabletocontaminantsindrinkingwaterthanthegeneralpopulation.  
Immuno-compromisedpersonssuchaspersonswithcancerundergoingchemotherapy, personswhohave
undergoneorgantransplants, peoplewithHIV/AIDSorotherimmunesystemdisorders, someelderly, and
infantscanbeparticularlyatriskfrominfections. Thedevelopingfetusandthereforepregnantwomen
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mayalsobemorevulnerabletocontaminantsindrinkingwater. Thesepeopleortheircaregiversshould
seekadviceaboutdrinkingwaterfromtheirhealthcareproviders. EPA/CentersforDiseaseControl (CDC)  
guidelinesonappropriatemeanstolessentheriskofinfectionbyCryptosporidiumandothermicrobial
contaminantsareavailablefromtheSafeDrinkingWaterHotlineat1-800-426-4791.  

LearnMoreaboutYourDrinkingWater
DrinkingWaterSources
Minnesota’sprimarydrinkingwatersourcesaregroundwaterandsurfacewater. Groundwateristhewater
foundinaquifersbeneaththesurfaceoftheland. Groundwatersupplies75percentofMinnesota’s
drinkingwater. Surfacewateristhewaterinlakes, rivers, andstreamsabovethesurfaceoftheland.  
Surfacewatersupplies25percentofMinnesota’sdrinkingwater.  
Contaminantscangetindrinkingwatersourcesfromthenaturalenvironmentandfrompeople’sdaily
activities. Therearefivemaintypesofcontaminantsindrinkingwatersources.  

Microbialcontaminants, suchasviruses, bacteria, andparasites. Sourcesincludesewagetreatment
plants, septicsystems, agriculturallivestockoperations, pets, andwildlife.  
Inorganiccontaminantsincludesaltsandmetalsfromnaturalsources (e.g. rockandsoil), oilandgas
production, miningandfarmingoperations, urbanstormwaterrunoff, andwastewaterdischarges.  
Pesticidesandherbicidesarechemicalsusedtoreduceorkillunwantedplantsandpests. Sources
includeagriculture, urbanstormwaterrunoff, andcommercialandresidentialproperties.  
Organicchemicalcontaminantsincludesyntheticandvolatileorganiccompounds. Sourcesinclude
industrialprocessesandpetroleumproduction, gasstations, urbanstormwaterrunoff, andseptic
systems.  
Radioactivecontaminantssuchasradium, thorium, anduraniumisotopescomefromnaturalsources
e.g. radongasfromsoilsandrock), miningoperations, andoilandgasproduction.  

TheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthprovidesinformationaboutyourdrinkingwatersource(s) inasource
waterassessment, including:  

HowSaintJosephisprotectingyourdrinkingwatersource(s);  
Nearbythreatstoyourdrinkingwatersources;  
Howeasilywaterandpollutioncanmovefromthesurfaceofthelandintodrinkingwatersources,  
basedonnaturalgeologyandthewaywellsareconstructed.  

FindyoursourcewaterassessmentatSourceWaterAssessments
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/swp/swa) orcall651-201-4700or1- 

800-818-9318between8:00a.m. and4:30p.m., MondaythroughFriday.  

LeadinDrinkingWater
Youmaybeincontactwithleadthroughpaint, water, dust, soil, food, hobbies, oryourjob. Comingin
contactwithleadcancauseserioushealthproblemsforeveryone. Thereisnosafeleveloflead. Babies,  
childrenundersixyears, andpregnantwomenareatthehighestrisk.  
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Leadisrarelyinadrinkingwatersource, butitcangetinyourdrinkingwaterasitpassesthroughlead
servicelinesandyourhouseholdplumbingsystem. SaintJosephisresponsibleforprovidinghighquality
drinkingwater, butitcannotcontroltheplumbingmaterialsusedinprivatebuildings.  
Readbelowtolearnhowyoucanprotectyourselffromleadindrinkingwater.  
1. Letthewaterrunfor30-60secondsbeforeusingitfordrinkingorcookingifthewaterhasnotbeen

turnedoninoversixhours. Ifyouhavealeadserviceline, youmayneedtoletthewaterrunlonger. A
servicelineistheundergroundpipethatbringswaterfromthemainwaterpipeunderthestreetto
yourhome.   

Youcanfindoutifyouhavealeadservicelinebycontactingyourpublicwatersystem, oryoucan
checkbyfollowingthestepsat: https://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/06/24/npr-find-lead- 
pipes-in-your-home
Theonlywaytoknowifleadhasbeenreducedbylettingitrunistocheckwithatest. Ifletting
thewaterrundoesnotreducelead, considerotheroptionstoreduceyourexposure.  

2. Usecoldwaterfordrinking, makingfood, andmakingbabyformula. Hotwaterreleasesmorelead
frompipesthancoldwater.  

3. Testyourwater. Inmostcases, lettingthewaterrunandusingcoldwaterfordrinkingandcooking
shouldkeepleadlevelslowinyourdrinkingwater. Ifyouarestillconcernedaboutlead, arrangewith
alaboratorytotestyourtapwater. Testingyourwaterisimportantifyoungchildrenorpregnant
womendrinkyourtapwater.  

ContactaMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthaccreditedlaboratorytogetasamplecontainerand
instructionsonhowtosubmitasample:  
EnvironmentalLaboratoryAccreditationProgram
https://eldo.web.health.state.mn.us/public/accreditedlabs/labsearch.seam)   

TheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthcanhelpyouunderstandyourtestresults.  
4. Treatyourwaterifatestshowsyourwaterhashighlevelsofleadafteryouletthewaterrun.  

Readaboutwatertreatmentunits:   
Point-of-UseWaterTreatmentUnitsforLeadReduction
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/poulead.html)  

Learnmore:  
VisitLeadinDrinkingWater
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/contaminants/lead.html)  

VisitBasicInformationaboutLeadinDrinkingWater (http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead)  
CalltheEPASafeDrinkingWaterHotlineat1-800-426-4791.Tolearnabouthowtoreduceyour
contactwithleadfromsourcesotherthanyourdrinkingwater, visitLeadPoisoningPrevention:  
CommonSources (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/lead/sources.html).  

HelpProtectOurMostPreciousResource – Water
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TheValueofWater
Drinkingwaterisapreciousresource, yetweoftentakeitforgranted.  
Throughouthistory, civilizationshaverisenandfallenbasedonaccesstoaplentiful, safewatersupply.  
That’sstillthecasetoday. Wateriskeytohealthypeopleandhealthycommunities.  
Waterisalsovitaltooureconomy. Weneedwaterformanufacturing, agriculture, energyproduction,  
andmore. One-fifthoftheU.S. economywouldcometoastopwithoutareliableandcleansourceof
water.  
Systemsareinplacetoprovideyouwithsafedrinkingwater. ThestateofMinnesotaandlocalwater
systemsworktoprotectdrinkingwatersources. Forexample, wemightworktosealanunusedwellto
preventcontaminationofthegroundwater. Wetreatwatertoremoveharmfulcontaminants. Andwe
doextensivetestingtoensurethesafetyofdrinkingwater.  
Ifwedetectaproblem, wetakecorrectiveactionandnotifythepublic. Waterfromapublicwater
systemlikeyoursistestedmorethoroughlyandregulatedmorecloselythanwaterfromanyother
source, includingbottledwater.  
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