
CONSUMERCONFIDENCEREPORT

SaintJoseph2023DrinkingWaterReport
Thisreport contains important information aboutyourdrinking water. Havesomeone translate itforyou,  
orspeak withsomeone whounderstands it.  

Información importante.  Sinolaentiende, hagaquealguien selatraduzca ahora.  

MakingSafeDrinkingWater
Yourdrinking water comes fromagroundwater source: sixwells ranging from64to75feetdeep, that
drawwater fromtheQuaternary WaterTableaquifer.  

SaintJoseph workshardtoprovide youwithsafeandreliable drinking water thatmeets federal andstate
waterquality requirements. Thepurpose ofthisreport istoprovide youwith information onyourdrinking
waterandhowtoprotect ourprecious water resources.  

Contact RYAN WENSMANN, PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR, at (320) 557-3819or
rwensmann@cityofstjoseph. comifyouhavequestions aboutSaintJoseph’sdrinking water. Youcanalso
askforinformation abouthowyoucantakepart indecisions thatmayaffectwaterquality.  

TheU.S. Environmental Protection Agency setssafedrinking water standards. These standards limit the
amounts ofspecific contaminants allowed indrinking water. Thisensures that tapwater issafetodrink for
mostpeople. TheU.S. FoodandDrugAdministration regulates theamount ofcertain contaminants in
bottled water. Bottled watermustprovide thesame publichealth protection aspublic tapwater.  

Drinking water, including bottled water, mayreasonably beexpected tocontain atleastsmallamounts of
somecontaminants. Thepresence ofcontaminants doesnotnecessarily indicate thatwaterposesahealth
risk. More information about contaminants andpotential health effects canbeobtained bycalling the
Environmental Protection Agency’sSafeDrinking Water Hotline at1-800-426-4791.  

SaintJosephMonitoringResults
Thisreport contains ourmonitoring results fromJanuary 1toDecember 31, 2023.  

WeworkwiththeMinnesota Department ofHealth totestdrinking water formore than100
contaminants. Itisnotunusual todetect contaminants insmallamounts. Nowatersupply isever
completely freeofcontaminants. Drinking water standards protect Minnesotans fromsubstances thatmay
beharmful totheirhealth.  
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Learnmore byvisiting theMinnesota Department ofHealth’swebpage BasicsofMonitoring andtesting of
Drinking Water inMinnesota
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ environment/ water/factsheet/sampling.html).   

HowtoReadtheWaterQualityDataTables
Thetables below showthecontaminants wefound lastyearorthemost recent timewesampled forthat
contaminant. Theyalsoshowthelevels ofthose contaminants andtheEnvironmental Protection Agency’s
limits. Substances thatwetested forbutdidnotfindarenotincluded inthetables.  

Wesample forsomecontaminants lessthanonceayearbecause their levels inwaterarenotexpected to
change fromyeartoyear. Ifwefoundanyofthesecontaminants thelasttimewesampled forthem, we
included theminthetables belowwiththedetection date.  

Wemayhave doneadditional monitoring forcontaminants thatarenotincluded intheSafeDrinking
WaterAct. Torequest acopyofthese results, call theMinnesota Department ofHealthat651-201-4700
between 8:00a.m. and4:30p.m., Monday through Friday.  

Some contaminants aremonitored regularly throughout theyear, androlling (ormoving) annual averages
areused tomanage compliance.  Because ofthisaveraging, therearetimeswhere theRangeofDetected
TestResults forthecalendar year islowerthantheHighest Average orHighest Single TestResult, because
itoccurred intheprevious calendar year.  

Definitions
AL (Action Level): Theconcentration ofacontaminant which, ifexceeded, triggers treatment or
other requirements which awatersystem must follow.   
EPA: Environmental Protection Agency
MCL (Maximum contaminant level): Thehighest levelofacontaminant that isallowed indrinking
water. MCLs aresetasclose totheMCLGs asfeasible using thebestavailable treatment
technology.  
MCLG (Maximum contaminant levelgoal): Thelevelofacontaminant indrinking waterbelow
which thereisnoknownorexpected risktohealth. MCLGs allowforamargin ofsafety.  
MRDL (Maximum residual disinfectant level): Thehighest levelofadisinfectant allowed in
drinking water. There isconvincing evidence thataddition ofadisinfectant isnecessary forcontrol
ofmicrobial contaminants.  
MRDLG (Maximum residual disinfectant levelgoal): Thelevelofadrinking water disinfectant
below which there isnoknown orexpected risktohealth. MRDLGs donotreflect thebenefits of
theuseofdisinfectants tocontrol microbial contaminants.   
N/A (Notapplicable): Doesnotapply.  
ppt (partspertrillion): Onepartpertrillion islikeonedropinonetrilliondropsofwater, orabout
onedropinanOlympic sizedswimming pool. pptisthesameasnanograms per liter (ng/l).  
ppb (partsperbillion): Onepartperbillion inwater islikeonedropinonebillion dropsofwater, or
aboutonedropinaswimming pool. ppbisthesameasmicrograms perliter (g/l).  
ppm (partspermillion): Onepartpermillion islikeonedropinonemilliondrops ofwater, or
aboutonecupinaswimming pool. ppmisthesameasmilligrams per liter (mg/l).  
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PWSID: Public watersystem identification.  

MonitoringResults – RegulatedSubstances
LEADANDCOPPER – Tested atcustomer taps.  

Number
EPA’s ofContaminant (Date, if EPA’s 90% ofIdeal Homessampled inprevious Action ResultsWere Violation TypicalSourcesGoal withyear) Level LessThanMCLG) High

Levels

Lead 0ppb 90% of 4.68ppb 1outof NO Corrosion of
homes 20 household

lessthan plumbing.  
15ppb

Copper 0ppm 90% of 0.16ppm 0outof NO Corrosion of
homes 20 household

lessthan plumbing.  
1.3ppm

INORGANIC & ORGANIC CONTAMINANTS – Tested indrinking water.  
HighestEPA’sContaminant EPA’s Averageor RangeofIdealDate, ifsampled Limit Highest Detected Violation TypicalSourcesGoalinpreviousyear) ( MCL) SingleTest TestResultsMCLG)  Result

Nitrate 10ppm 10.4 1.2ppm 0.00 - 1.20 NO Runoff fromfertilizer
ppm ppm use; Leaching from

septic tanks, sewage;  
Erosionofnatural

deposits.  

Barium Dischargeofdrilling2ppm 2ppm 0.07ppm N/A NO
07/12/22) wastes; Discharge from

metalrefineries; Erosion
ofnaturaldeposit.  

Mercury 2ppb 2ppb 0.02ppb N/A NO Erosionofnatural
07/12/22) deposits; Discharge

fromrefineriesand
factories; Runoff from
landfills; Runoff from

cropland.  
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CONTAMINANTS RELATED TODISINFECTION – Tested indrinking water.  
HighestEPA’sSubstance (Date, if EPA’sIdeal Averageor RangeofLimitsampled inprevious Goal (MCLG Highest Detected Violation TypicalSourcesMCLoryear) orMRDLG) SingleTest TestResultsMRDL)  Result

Total N/A 80ppb 34.9ppb N/A NO By-productof
Trihalomethanes drinkingwater
TTHMs) disinfection.   

TotalHaloacetic N/A 60ppb 9.6ppb N/A NO By-productof
Acids (HAA) drinkingwater

disinfection.   

TotalChlorine 4.0ppm 4.0ppm 0.74ppm 0.42 - 0.93 NO Wateradditive
ppm usedtocontrol

microbes.  

TotalHAArefers toHAA5

OTHER SUBSTANCES – Tested indrinking water.  
HighestSubstance (Date, EPA’s EPA’s RangeofAverageorifsampled in IdealGoal Limit Detected Violation TypicalSourcesHighestSinglepreviousyear) ( MCLG) ( MCL) TestResultsTestResult

Fluoride 4.0ppm 4.0ppm 0.91ppm 0.74 - 0.98 NO Erosionofnatural
ppm deposits; Water

additivetopromote
strongteeth.  

SomePeopleAreMoreVulnerabletoContaminantsinDrinkingWater
Somepeople maybemorevulnerable tocontaminants indrinking water thanthegeneral population.  
Immuno-compromised persons suchaspersons withcancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons whohave
undergone organ transplants, people withHIV/AIDSorother immune system disorders, someelderly, and
infants canbeparticularly atriskfrominfections. Thedeveloping fetus andtherefore pregnant women
mayalsobemorevulnerable tocontaminants indrinking water. These people ortheircaregivers should
seekadvice aboutdrinking water fromtheirhealth careproviders. EPA/Centers forDisease Control (CDC)  
guidelines onappropriate means tolessen theriskofinfection byCryptosporidium andothermicrobial
contaminants areavailable fromtheSafeDrinking Water Hotline at1-800-426-4791.  

PUBLICWATERSUPPLYIDENTIFICATION (PWSID): 1730033 PAGE4



CONSUMERCONFIDENCEREPORT

LearnMoreaboutYourDrinkingWater
DrinkingWaterSources
Groundwater supplies 75percent ofMinnesota’sdrinking water, andfound inaquifers beneath the
surface oftheland. Surface water supplies 25percent ofMinnesota’sdrinking water, andisthewater in
lakes, rivers, andstreams above thesurfaceoftheland..  

Contaminants cangetindrinking water sources fromthenatural environment andfrompeople’sdaily
activities. Therearefivemain typesofcontaminants indrinking water sources.  

Microbial contaminants, suchasviruses, bacteria, andparasites. Sources include sewage treatment
plants, septicsystems, agricultural livestock operations, pets, andwildlife.  
Inorganic contaminants include saltsandmetals fromnatural sources (e.g. rockandsoil), oilandgas
production, mining andfarming operations, urbanstormwater runoff, andwastewater discharges.  
Pesticides andherbicides arechemicals usedtoreduce orkillunwanted plants andpests. Sources
include agriculture, urbanstormwater runoff, andcommercial andresidential properties.  
Organic chemical contaminants include synthetic andvolatile organic compounds. Sources include
industrial processes andpetroleum production, gasstations, urbanstormwater runoff, andseptic
systems.  
Radioactive contaminants suchasradium, thorium, anduranium isotopes comefromnatural sources
e.g. radon gasfromsoilsandrock), mining operations, andoilandgasproduction.  

TheMinnesota Department ofHealth provides information aboutyourdrinking watersource(s) inasource
water assessment, including:  

HowSaint Joseph isprotecting yourdrinking water source(s);  
Nearby threats toyourdrinking water sources;  
Howeasilywaterandpollution canmove fromthesurface ofthelandintodrinking water sources,  
basedonnatural geology andthewaywellsareconstructed.  

Findyoursource water assessment atSource Water Assessments
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ environment/ water/swp/swa) orcall651-201-4700

between 8:00a.m. and4:30p.m., Monday through Friday.  

LeadinDrinkingWater
Youmaybeincontact with leadthrough paint, water, dust, soil, food, hobbies, oryour job. Coming in
contact with leadcancause serious health problems foreveryone. There isnosafe leveloflead. Babies,  
children undersixyears, andpregnant women areatthehighest risk.  

Lead israrely inadrinking water source, butitcangetinyourdrinking waterasitpasses through lead
service linesandyourhousehold plumbing system. SaintJoseph isresponsible forproviding highquality
drinking water, butitcannot control theplumbing materials usedinprivate buildings.  

Readbelowtolearnhowyoucanprotect yourself fromleadindrinking water.  
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1. Letthewater runfor30-60seconds before using itfordrinking orcooking ifthewater hasnotbeen
turned oninoversixhours. Ifyouhavealeadservice line, youmayneedtoletthewater runlonger. A
service lineistheunderground pipethatbrings water fromthemainwaterpipeunder thestreet to
yourhome.   

Youcanfindoutifyouhavealeadservice linebycontacting yourpublicwater system, oryoucan
checkbyfollowing thestepsat: https://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/06/24/npr-find-lead- 
pipes-in-your-home
Theonlywaytoknowifleadhasbeenreduced byletting itrunistocheckwithatest. Ifletting
thewaterrundoesnotreduce lead, consider otheroptions toreduce yourexposure.  

2. Usecoldwater fordrinking, making food, andmaking baby formula. Hotwater releases more lead
frompipesthancoldwater.  

3. Testyourwater. Inmostcases, letting thewater runandusingcoldwater fordrinking andcooking
should keepleadlevels lowinyourdrinking water. Ifyouarestillconcerned about lead, arrange with
alaboratory totestyour tapwater. Testing yourwater isimportant ifyoung children orpregnant
women drinkyourtapwater.  

Contact aMinnesota Department ofHealthaccredited laboratory togetasample container and
instructions onhowtosubmit asample:  
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program
https://eldo.web.health.state.mn.us/public/accreditedlabs/ labsearch.seam)   

TheMinnesota Department ofHealth canhelpyouunderstand yourtestresults.  

4. Treatyourwater ifatestshowsyourwaterhashigh levelsofleadafteryouletthewater run.  

Readaboutwater treatment units:   
Point-of-UseWater Treatment Units forLeadReduction
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ environment/ water/factsheet/poulead.html)  

Learnmore:  

VisitLead inDrinking Water
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ environment/ water/contaminants/ lead.html)  

VisitBasic Information about LeadinDrinking Water (http://www.epa.gov/safewater/ lead)  
Call theEPASafeDrinking Water Hotline at1-800-426-4791.Tolearnabouthowtoreduce your
contact with leadfromsources otherthanyourdrinking water, visitLeadPoisoning Prevention:  
Common Sources (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/ environment/ lead/sources.html).  

HelpProtectOurMostPreciousResource – Water
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ReduceBackflowatCrossConnections
Bacteria andchemicals canenter thedrinking water supply frompolluted water sources inaprocess
called backflow. Backflow occursatconnection points between drinking waterandnon-drinking water
supplies (crossconnections) duetowaterpressure differences.  

Forexample, ifaperson sprays anherbicide withagarden hose, theherbicide couldenter thehome's
plumbing andthenenter thedrinking watersupply. Thiscouldhappen ifthewaterpressure inthehose
isgreater thanthewater pressure inthehome'spipes.  

Property owners canhelpprevent backflow. Payattention tocrossconnections, suchasgarden hoses.  

TheMinnesota Department ofHealth andAmerican Water Works Association recommend the
following:  

Donotsubmerge hoses inbuckets, pools, tubs, orsinks.  
Keeptheendofhoses clearofpossible contaminants.  
Donotusesprayattachments without abackflow prevention device. Attach thesedevices to
threaded faucets. Suchdevices areinexpensive andavailable athardware stores.  
Usealicensed plumber toinstall backflow prevention devices.  
Maintain airgapsbetween hoseoutlets andliquids. Anairgapisavertical spacebetween thewater
outletandtheflood levelofafixture (e.g. thespace between awall-mounted faucet andthesink
rim). Itmustbeatleast twice thediameter ofthewatersupply outlet, andatleastone inch.  
Commercial property owners shoulddevelop aplanforflushing orcleaning water systems to
minimize theriskofdrawing contaminants intouncontaminated areas.  

ServiceLineMaterialInventory
Oursystem willbeworking tocomplete aninventory oftheservice linematerials before October 16, 2021.  
Theservice lineconsists ofthepipesthatconnect thewatermaintoyourhome. Older homes mayhave
materials suchasleadintheirservice linesandthisinventory willhelpusprioritize replacement oflead
service lines inthefuture. Wehopethatcustomers willactively cooperate asweworktocomplete our
inventory andwewillmake theinformation available oncecomplete. Forquestions, please contact us.  

Water systems haveongoing infrastructure, operations andmaintenance costs insupplying safedrinking
water, andmanyare implementing additional efforts tohelpinsure health equityandmanageable water
billswith:  

o Turnthefaucetoffwhilebrushing teeth.  
o Shower insteadofbathing toreduce wateruse.   
o Fixrunning toiletsbyreplacing flapper valves.  
o Runfull loadsoflaundry anduseaminimal waterusesetting.  

PUBLICWATERSUPPLYIDENTIFICATION (PWSID): 1730033 PAGE7



CONSUMERCONFIDENCEREPORT

o Ourwater system partners withothers tohelpconsumers with limited resources make
payments totheirwater bills.  

o Contact ustolearn more.  
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