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SaintJoseph
2018DRINKINGWATERREPORT

MakingSafeDrinkingWater
Yourdrinkingwatercomesfromagroundwatersource: sixwellsrangingfrom64to75feetdeep, that
drawwaterfromtheQuaternaryWaterTableaquifer.  
SaintJosephworkshardtoprovideyouwithsafeandreliabledrinkingwaterthatmeetsfederalandstate
waterqualityrequirements. Thepurposeofthisreportistoprovideyouwithinformationonyourdrinking
waterandhowtoprotectourpreciouswaterresources.  
ContactTerryThene, PublicWorksDirector, at320-363-7201ortthene@cityofstjoseph.comifyouhave
questionsaboutSaintJoseph’sdrinkingwater. Youcanalsoaskforinformationabouthowyoucantake
partindecisionsthatmayaffectwaterquality.  
TheU.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgencysetssafedrinkingwaterstandards. Thesestandardslimitthe
amountsofspecificcontaminantsallowedindrinkingwater. Thisensuresthattapwaterissafetodrinkfor
mostpeople. TheU.S. FoodandDrugAdministrationregulatestheamountofcertaincontaminantsin
bottledwater. Bottledwatermustprovidethesamepublichealthprotectionaspublictapwater.  
Drinkingwater, includingbottledwater, mayreasonablybeexpectedtocontainatleastsmallamountsof
somecontaminants. Thepresenceofcontaminantsdoesnotnecessarilyindicatethatwaterposesahealth
risk. Moreinformationaboutcontaminantsandpotentialhealtheffectscanbeobtainedbycallingthe
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency’sSafeDrinkingWaterHotlineat1-800-426-4791.  

SaintJosephMonitoringResults
ThisreportcontainsourmonitoringresultsfromJanuary1toDecember31, 2018.  

WeworkwiththeMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthtotestdrinkingwaterformorethan100
contaminants. Itisnotunusualtodetectcontaminantsinsmallamounts. Nowatersupplyisever
completelyfreeofcontaminants. DrinkingwaterstandardsprotectMinnesotansfromsubstances
thatmaybeharmfultotheirhealth.  
LearnmorebyvisitingtheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealth’swebpageBasicsofMonitoringand
TestingofDrinkingWaterinMinnesota
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/sampling.html).  

HowtoReadtheWaterQualityDataTables
Thetablesbelowshowthecontaminantswefoundlastyearorthemostrecenttimewesampledforthat
contaminant. TheyalsoshowthelevelsofthosecontaminantsandtheEnvironmentalProtectionAgency’s
limits. Substancesthatwetestedforbutdidnotfindarenotincludedinthetables.  

PUBLICWATERSUPPLYIDENTIFICATION (PWSID): 1730033 PAGE1



CONSUMERCONFIDENCEREPORT

Wesampleforsomecontaminantslessthanonceayearbecausetheirlevelsinwaterarenotexpectedto
changefromyeartoyear. Ifwefoundanyofthesecontaminantsthelasttimewesampledforthem, we
includedtheminthetablesbelowwiththedetectiondate.  
WemayhavedoneadditionalmonitoringforcontaminantsthatarenotincludedintheSafeDrinking
WaterAct. Torequestacopyoftheseresults, calltheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthat651-201-4700
or1-800-818-9318between8:00a.m. and4:30p.m., MondaythroughFriday.  

Definitions
AL (ActionLevel): Theconcentrationofacontaminantwhich, ifexceeded, triggerstreatmentor
otherrequirementswhichawatersystemmustfollow.   
EPA: EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
MCL (Maximumcontaminantlevel): Thehighestlevelofacontaminantthatisallowedindrinking
water. MCLsaresetasclosetotheMCLGsasfeasibleusingthebestavailabletreatment
technology.  
MCLG (Maximumcontaminantlevelgoal): Thelevelofacontaminantindrinkingwaterbelow
whichthereisnoknownorexpectedrisktohealth. MCLGsallowforamarginofsafety.  
Level1Assessment: ALevel1assessmentisastudyofthewatersystemtoidentifypotential
problemsanddetermine (ifpossible) whytotalcoliformbacteriahavebeenfoundinourwater
system.   
Level2Assessment: ALevel2assessmentisaverydetailedstudyofthewatersystemtoidentify
potentialproblemsanddetermine (ifpossible) whyanE. coliMCLviolationhasoccurredand/or
whytotalcoliformbacteriahavebeenfoundinourwatersystemonmultipleoccasions.  
MRDL (Maximumresidualdisinfectantlevel): Thehighestlevelofadisinfectantallowedin
drinkingwater. Thereisconvincingevidencethatadditionofadisinfectantisnecessaryforcontrol
ofmicrobialcontaminants.  
MRDLG (Maximumresidualdisinfectantlevelgoal): Thelevelofadrinkingwaterdisinfectant
belowwhichthereisnoknownorexpectedrisktohealth. MRDLGsdonotreflectthebenefitsof
theuseofdisinfectantstocontrolmicrobialcontaminants.   
NA (Notapplicable): Doesnotapply.  
NTU (NephelometricTurbidityUnits): Ameasureofthecloudinessofthewater (turbidity).  
pCi/l (picocuriesperliter): Ameasureofradioactivity.  
ppb (partsperbillion): Onepartperbillioninwaterislikeonedropinonebilliondropsofwater, or
aboutonedropinaswimmingpool. ppbisthesameasmicrogramsperliter ( l).  
ppm (partspermillion): Onepartpermillionislikeonedropinonemilliondropsofwater, or
aboutonecupinaswimmingpool. ppmisthesameasmilligramsperliter (mg/l).  
PWSID: Publicwatersystemidentification.  
TT (TreatmentTechnique): Arequiredprocessintendedtoreducethelevelofacontaminantin
drinkingwater.  
VariancesandExemptions: StateorEPApermissionnottomeetanMCLoratreatmenttechnique
undercertainconditions.  
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MonitoringResults – RegulatedSubstances
LEADANDCOPPER – Testedatcustomertaps.  

Number
EPA’s ofContaminant EPA’s 90% ofIdeal HomesDate, ifsampled Action ResultsWere Violation TypicalSourcesGoal withinpreviousyear) Level LessThanMCLG) High

Levels

Copper 90% of 0ppm 0.28ppm 0outof NO Corrosionof
06/16/17) homes 20 household

less plumbing.  
than1.3

ppm

Lead (06/16/17) 90% of 0ppb 5.5ppb 1outof NO Corrosionof
homes 20 household

less plumbing.  
than15

ppb

INORGANIC & ORGANICCONTAMINANTS – Testedindrinkingwater.  
EPA’s Highest RangeofContaminant (Date, if EPA’s Ideal Averageor Detected Typicalsampledinprevious Limit ViolationGoal HighestSingle Test Sourcesyear) ( MCL)  MCLG) TestResult Results

Nitrate 10.4 10ppm 0.51ppm 0.12 - 0.51 NO Runofffrom
ppm ppm fertilizeruse;  

Leachingfrom
septictanks,  

sewage;  
Erosionof

natural
deposits.  
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CONTAMINANTSRELATEDTODISINFECTION – Testedindrinkingwater.  

EPA’s Highest RangeofSubstance (Date, if EPA’sLimit IdealGoal Averageor Detectedsampledin ( MCLor Violation TypicalSourcesMCLGor HighestSingle Testpreviousyear) MRDL)  MRDLG) TestResult Results

Total 80ppb N/A 34.5ppb N/A NO By-productof
Trihalomethanes drinkingwater
TTHMs) disinfection.   

TotalHaloacetic 60ppb N/A 10.7ppb N/A NO By-productof
Acids (HAA) drinkingwater

disinfection.   

TotalChlorine 4.0ppm 4.0ppm 0.81ppm 0.67 - NO Wateradditiveused
1.04ppm tocontrolmicrobes.  

TotalHAAreferstoHAA5

OTHERSUBSTANCES – Testedindrinkingwater.  
RangeofSubstance (Date, if EPA’s EPA’s HighestAverageor Detected Typicalsampledinprevious Limit IdealGoal HighestSingleTest ViolationTest Sourcesyear) ( MCL) ( MCLG) Result Results

Fluoride 4.0ppm 4.0ppm 0.84ppm 0.63 - NO Erosionof
1.10 natural
ppm deposits;  

Water
additiveto
promote

strongteeth.  

PotentialHealthEffectsandCorrectiveActions (IfApplicable)  
Lead: Infantsandchildrenwhodrinkwatercontainingleadinexcessoftheactionlevelcould
experiencedelaysintheirphysicalormentaldevelopment. Childrencouldshowslightdeficits
inattentionspanandlearningabilities. Adultswhodrinkthiswaterovermanyyearscould
developkidneyproblemsorhighbloodpressure.  
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Copper: Duringtheyear, wefailedtoprovideleadresultstopersonsservedatthesitesthat
weretestedasrequiredbytheLeadandCopperRuleduringthetimeframeallowed

Lead: Duringtheyear, wefailedtoprovideleadresultstopersonsservedatthesitesthat
weretestedasrequiredbytheLeadandCopperRuleduringthetimeframeallowed

SomePeopleAreMoreVulnerabletoContaminantsinDrinkingWater
Somepeoplemaybemorevulnerabletocontaminantsindrinkingwaterthanthegeneralpopulation.  
Immuno-compromisedpersonssuchaspersonswithcancerundergoingchemotherapy, personswhohave
undergoneorgantransplants, peoplewithHIV/AIDSorotherimmunesystemdisorders, someelderly, and
infantscanbeparticularlyatriskfrominfections. Thedevelopingfetusandthereforepregnantwomen
mayalsobemorevulnerabletocontaminantsindrinkingwater. Thesepeopleortheircaregiversshould
seekadviceaboutdrinkingwaterfromtheirhealthcareproviders. EPA/CentersforDiseaseControl (CDC)  
guidelinesonappropriatemeanstolessentheriskofinfectionbyCryptosporidiumandothermicrobial
contaminantsareavailablefromtheSafeDrinkingWaterHotlineat1-800-426-4791.  

LearnMoreaboutYourDrinkingWater
DrinkingWaterSources
Minnesota’sprimarydrinkingwatersourcesaregroundwaterandsurfacewater. Groundwateristhewater
foundinaquifersbeneaththesurfaceoftheland. Groundwatersupplies75percentofMinnesota’s
drinkingwater. Surfacewateristhewaterinlakes, rivers, andstreamsabovethesurfaceoftheland.  
Surfacewatersupplies25percentofMinnesota’sdrinkingwater.  
Contaminantscangetindrinkingwatersourcesfromthenaturalenvironmentandfrompeople’sdaily
activities. Therearefivemaintypesofcontaminantsindrinkingwatersources.  

Microbialcontaminants, suchasviruses, bacteria, andparasites. Sourcesincludesewagetreatment
plants, septicsystems, agriculturallivestockoperations, pets, andwildlife.  
Inorganiccontaminantsincludesaltsandmetalsfromnaturalsources (e.g. rockandsoil), oilandgas
production, miningandfarmingoperations, urbanstormwaterrunoff, andwastewaterdischarges.  
Pesticidesandherbicidesarechemicalsusedtoreduceorkillunwantedplantsandpests. Sources
includeagriculture, urbanstormwaterrunoff, andcommercialandresidentialproperties.  
Organicchemicalcontaminantsincludesyntheticandvolatileorganiccompounds. Sourcesinclude
industrialprocessesandpetroleumproduction, gasstations, urbanstormwaterrunoff, andseptic
systems.  
Radioactivecontaminantssuchasradium, thorium, anduraniumisotopescomefromnaturalsources
e.g. radongasfromsoilsandrock), miningoperations, andoilandgasproduction.  

TheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthprovidesinformationaboutyourdrinkingwatersource(s) inasource
waterassessment, including:  

HowSaintJosephisprotectingyourdrinkingwatersource(s);  
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Nearbythreatstoyourdrinkingwatersources;  
Howeasilywaterandpollutioncanmovefromthesurfaceofthelandintodrinkingwatersources,  
basedonnaturalgeologyandthewaywellsareconstructed.  

FindyoursourcewaterassessmentatSourceWaterAssessments
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/swp/swa) orcall651-201-4700or1- 

800-818-9318between8:00a.m. and4:30p.m., MondaythroughFriday.  

LeadinDrinkingWater
Youmaybeincontactwithleadthroughpaint, water, dust, soil, food, hobbies, oryourjob. Comingin
contactwithleadcancauseserioushealthproblemsforeveryone. Thereisnosafeleveloflead. Babies,  
childrenundersixyears, andpregnantwomenareatthehighestrisk.  
Leadisrarelyinadrinkingwatersource, butitcangetinyourdrinkingwaterasitpassesthroughlead
servicelinesandyourhouseholdplumbingsystem. SaintJosephprovideshighqualitydrinkingwater, butit
cannotcontroltheplumbingmaterialsusedinprivatebuildings.  
Readbelowtolearnhowyoucanprotectyourselffromleadindrinkingwater.  
1. Letthewaterrunfor30-60secondsbeforeusingitfordrinkingorcookingifthewaterhasnotbeen

turnedoninoversixhours. Ifyouhavealeadserviceline, youmayneedtoletthewaterrunlonger. A
servicelineistheundergroundpipethatbringswaterfromthemainwaterpipeunderthestreetto
yourhome.   

Youcanfindoutifyouhavealeadservicelinebycontactingyourpublicwatersystem, oryoucan
checkbyfollowingthestepsat: https://www.mprnews.org/story/2016/06/24/npr-find-lead- 
pipes-in-your-home
Theonlywaytoknowifleadhasbeenreducedbylettingitrunistocheckwithatest. Ifletting
thewaterrundoesnotreducelead, considerotheroptionstoreduceyourexposure.  

2. Usecoldwaterfordrinking, makingfood, andmakingbabyformula. Hotwaterreleasesmorelead
frompipesthancoldwater.  

3. Testyourwater. Inmostcases, lettingthewaterrunandusingcoldwaterfordrinkingandcooking
shouldkeepleadlevelslowinyourdrinkingwater. Ifyouarestillconcernedaboutlead, arrangewith
alaboratorytotestyourtapwater. Testingyourwaterisimportantifyoungchildrenorpregnant
womendrinkyourtapwater.  

ContactaMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthaccreditedlaboratorytogetasamplecontainerand
instructionsonhowtosubmitasample:  
EnvironmentalLaboratoryAccreditationProgram
https://eldo.web.health.state.mn.us/public/accreditedlabs/labsearch.seam)   

TheMinnesotaDepartmentofHealthcanhelpyouunderstandyourtestresults.  
4. Treatyourwaterifatestshowsyourwaterhashighlevelsofleadafteryouletthewaterrun.  

Readaboutwatertreatmentunits:   
Point-of-UseWaterTreatmentUnitsforLeadReduction
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/poulead.html)  

Learnmore:  
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VisitLeadinDrinkingWater
https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/contaminants/lead.html)  

VisitBasicInformationaboutLeadinDrinkingWater (http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead)  
CalltheEPASafeDrinkingWaterHotlineat1-800-426-4791.Tolearnabouthowtoreduceyour
contactwithleadfromsourcesotherthanyourdrinkingwater, visitLeadPoisoningPrevention:  
CommonSources (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/lead/sources.html).  

HelpProtectOurMostPreciousResource – Water
TheValueofWater
Drinkingwaterisapreciousresource, yetweoftentakeitforgranted.  
Throughouthistory, civilizationshaverisenandfallenbasedonaccesstoaplentiful, safewatersupply.  
That’sstillthecasetoday. Wateriskeytohealthypeopleandhealthycommunities.  
Waterisalsovitaltooureconomy. Weneedwaterformanufacturing, agriculture, energyproduction,  
andmore. One-fifthoftheU.S. economywouldcometoastopwithoutareliableandcleansourceof
water.  
Systemsareinplacetoprovideyouwithsafedrinkingwater. ThestateofMinnesotaandlocalwater
systemsworktoprotectdrinkingwatersources. Forexample, wemightworktosealanunusedwellto
preventcontaminationofthegroundwater. Wetreatwatertoremoveharmfulcontaminants. Andwe
doextensivetestingtoensurethesafetyofdrinkingwater.  
Ifwedetectaproblem, wetakecorrectiveactionandnotifythepublic. Waterfromapublicwater
systemlikeyoursistestedmorethoroughlyandregulatedmorecloselythanwaterfromanyother
source, includingbottledwater.  
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YouCanPreventPollution
ManyofourdailyactivitiescontributetothepollutionofMinnesota’ssurfacewaterandgroundwater.  
Youcanhelpprotectthesedrinkingwatersourcesbytakingthefollowingactions:  

Lawnandproperty:  
Limituseofherbicides, pesticides, andfertilizersonyourproperty.  
Keepsoilinplacewithplants, grass, orrocks.   
Covertemporarypilesofdirtwithatarporburlapsack.  
Keepleavesandgrassoffofstreetsandsidewalks.  
Maintainanysepticsystems, privatewells, andstoragetankstopreventleaks. Sealanyunused
wells.  

Out-of-datemedications: Neverflushunwantedorout-of-datemedicationsdownthetoiletorsink.  
Alwaystakethemtoawastedisposalorprescriptionmedicationdrop-offsite. Moreinformationis
availableatManagingunwantedmedications (www.pca.state.mn.us/living-green/managing- 
unwanted-medications)  
Hazardousmaterials: Safetystorehazardousmaterialssuchaspaint, batteries, herbicides,  
pesticides, andpoolchemicals. Disposeofthemataproperwastedisposalfacilityordrop-offevent.  
Donotdumpdownstormdrains, sinkorontoyourland. Learnmoreat: Keephazardouswasteout
ofthegarbage (http://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/keep-hazardous-waste-out-garbage).  
Petwaste: Pickupafteryourpetandputwasteinthetrash.  
Trash: Sealtrashbagsandkeeplitteroutofthestreet.  
Wintericeremoval: Chemicalsusedtobreakuptheicearecalleddeicersoranti-icers. Theycanbe
harmfultotheenvironment, corrosivetodrivewaysandsidewalksandharmfultoplants, petsand
humans. Alwaysshovelfirst, andthenonlyapplydeicers/anti-icerslightlyifneeded. Learnmoreat
10smartsaltingtipstoprotectMinnesotawaters (https://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/10- 
smart-salting-tips-protect-minnesota-waters).  
Keepaneyeoutforcarandmotorfluids: Sealorrepairanyfluidleaksthatcouldrunoffonto
streetsandintostormdrains. Takeusedmotoroilorotherfluidstoaneighborhooddrop-offsite.  
Beawateradvocate: Spreadtheword; getinvolved. Therearemanygroupsandindividualsworking
toprotectwateracrossMinnesota.   
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